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Holy Week Schedule: 
Holy Thurs. - Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper, Apr 2, 7pm 
Good Friday - Passion of the Lord: 

Apr 3, Noon. 
Good Friday - 7pm, Stations of the 

Cross 
Easter Vigil, Apr 4, 8:00pm (no 4:30 

Reconciliation or 5:15 Mass) 
Easter Sunday, Apr 5, 8am & 10am 

Lent   2015    Easter  

Chrism Mass  
Tues., Mar 31 at 2pm. Cathedral 

of St Raphael, Dubuque 

Communal 
Reconciliation 

Sunday, March 15,  2:00 pm 

www.StMarysFamily.com 

St. Mary Church Celebrates 

St Mary Church  #319-352-2493 
2700 Horton Rd, Waverly, IA 50677 

Ash Wednesday 
Feb 18 

Mass 7am and 6pm 
Word & Communion, Noon 

Ashes distributed at  
all the Ash Wed. liturgies. 

Your Guide to celebrating 

Lent and Easter: 

Important Dates ................ pg 1 
Message from Fr David ..... pg 2 
Engaging Lent .................... pg 3-4 
Parish Lenten Projects ....... pg 5-6 
Preparing for Holy Week .. pg 7 
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Pastoral Care ...................... pg 9 
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Dear Parishioners, 

Lent and Easter blessings all rolled up in one! 

In the Fifth Week of Lent, Jesus reflects upon the death of a grain of wheat 
as a metaphor for our lives.  He says, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it 
dies, it produces much fruit.” This image gives us a way of recognizing that 
even when we encounter brokenness in our lives, brokenness is not the end 
God has in mind for us. We are being planted, so we can bear much fruit. 

In the same way, Lent is not an end in itself.  Lent only has meaning because 
it is united to Easter and the joy of the Resurrection.  Our celebration of Lent 
will have a different feel.  Our Mass will unite us in our need for reconciliation, 
a bit more silence and a call to a deeper conversion. Hopefully, you will find 
Jesus Christ speaking to you in your heart. 

But again, Lent is not the end.  Jesus’ Resurrection at Easter is not just a 
historical moment. It is a way of living. When we experience death in our own 
lives, as Catholics, we know Jesus comes to us in the Eucharist to help us 
experience his Resurrection in our lives as well. To deepen our experience of 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, I encourage you to participate in Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil. 

With many farmers in our parish, we have first-hand experience of both the 
storing and planting of grain.  The goal of storing grain is to keep it dry so that 
it does not start growing. The goal of planting of grain is to break the bonds of 
the seed’s protective skin so it can produce much fruit.  The farmer does not 
just throw the seed on the ground; each seed is placed with precision. If a 
farmer can do this, imagine what God is doing for us. We are not meant for 
storage; we are meant for planting. Even when we feel the bonds of our 
protective skin being broken, this is not the end. God intends an  
Easter to follow – a flourishing that bears much fruit. 

Let us pray we may enter deeply into Lent so we will  
experience Easter joy together as well. 

Sincerely in Christ, Fr. David 

A Message from Fr. David... 
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Fast & Abstinence Regulations: 

Catholics ages of 18 - 59 are obliged to fast on Ash Wed. & Good Friday. In 
addition, all Catholics 14 yrs old & older must abstain from meat on Ash Wed, 
Good Friday & all Fridays of Lent.  

Fasting as explained by the US bishops means partaking of only one full meal. 
Some food, not equaling another full meal, is permitted at breakfast, midday or 
evening—depending on when a person chooses to eat the main or full meal.  

Abstinence forbids the use of meat, but not eggs, milk products or condiments 
made of animal fat. 

Engaging Lent 

5:30-7:00 pm  

in our hall. 

Fridays: 

March 6  and 

March 27 

Fridays of Lent:  

Adoration & Evening Prayer 
Join us this Lent for prayer & 
adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Begin at 6pm in 
silence in our church. You may 
quietly sit or kneel & pray in the 
presence of our Lord. At 6:30pm 
Deacon Phil leads Evening Prayer 
& Benediction. Worship aids 
available. Come each week or 
when it works for you. Add some 
quiet time with Jesus to your 
Lenten experience this year.  

Tuesdays of Lent: 

 Mass 5:30 pm 

 Simple Supper 6pm, free will 
offering 

 Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 

Sponsored by the 
Knights of 
Columbus.  
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Catholic Film 

Series 
Feb 20 - Black Robe (1991): A young Jesuit 
priest seeks to convert the Indian tribes in 
Canada while trying to survive the harsh winter. 

Feb 27 - Of Gods and Men (2010 - 
subtitled): Under threat by fundamentalist 
terrorists, a group of Trappist monks stationed 
with an impoverished Algerian community must 
decide whether to leave or stay. 

Mar 6 - Romero (1989): The life & work of 
Archbishop Oscar Romero who opposed, at 
great personal risk, the tyrannical repression in 
El Salvador. 

Mar 13 - For Greater Glory (2012): A 
chronicle of the Cristeros War 1926-29; a war 
by the people of Mexico against the atheistic 
Mexican government.  

Join us for a 

Living Christ Retreat! 
On the evenings of March 19th and 

20th and Saturday morning of March 
21st, we will hold a Living Christ Retreat 
open to any adult in the parish. This is a 
great way to spend some time in prayer, 
share in the faith stories of your community during Lent, and turn your heart 
toward God. A simple supper is provided at 6pm with the retreat following. 

Added bonus: everyone gets to sleep in their own bed! Contact Eric at 
smc.gof@q.com or #319-352-2493 X17, if you would like to attend. 

Engaging Lent 

Fridays 

at 7pm 

In classroom A!  

Drinks & popcorn 
provided. 

Just for fun… Fr O’Malley went up to one of the little boys at the church 
baseball game. “Do you understand what matters the most is we play as a team?” 

the little boy nodded. “So when a strike is called, or you’re out at first, you 
don’t argue or attack the umpire.” The little boy nodded. “Ok,” said Fr 

O’Malley, “Now go over there and explain it to your mother.” 

mailto:smc.gof@q.com
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Parish Lenten & Easter Projects 

Burma was regarded as “the rice 
bowl of Asia.” Under military 
rule since 1962, its fortunes have 
steadily declined. Today, it is one 
of the world’s least developed and 
least free countries. It’s also the 
source of one of the world’s most 
protracted refugee crises.  

More than half a million refugees 
from Burma, also called 
Myanmar, are in nearby 
countries. Around 150,000 live in 
Thailand’s camps; some for more 
than 2 decades. Another 22,000 
are in Bangladesh camps that date 
back to 1992. Most of the 
remaining refugees try to eke out 
precarious lives as illegal 
migrants. 

Our goal is $4370! 

Pick up a 

“house” box in 

our hall for 

your gifts.  

Help a Burmese 

family begin a 

new life! 

Burma 

What can I do? 

Imagine if your home had nothing but 
bare walls. No furniture, dishes, beds, 
toys, nothing. When refugees arrive in 
our community they only come with 
the clothes they are wearing. As they 
arrive through Catholic Charities, the 
government provides some support, yet 
it falls largely to the community to 
provide for their basic needs. 

Our Lenten project is to provide a 
family of 4 with those basic things we 
all come to expect as a part of life. We 
will collect furniture and raise money 
for when they arrive.  

Burmese Refugees  
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From the  
Peace & Justice 
Committee...  

We are working on ways to get 
involved in serving those in need.  

For April, we are looking to 
supply labor for a Habitat for 
Humanity “build day.” We 
will have more information on 

this in the coming weeks. Contact 
the parish office, if you are 
interested in helping. The 

Committee continues to look for 
other opportunities for our parish 
to get involved in supporting the 

least among us.  

Food Bank Collections 
Saturday & Sunday 

March 7-8 

April 11-12 
date change for Easter 

Parish Lenten & Easter Projects 

Please share your blessings this 
Lent & Easter season with those 
in our community who struggle 
to feed their 

families.   
Thank you! 
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Holy Week Schedule 
Holy Thurs. - Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper, Apr 2, 7pm 
Good Friday - Passion of the Lord: 

Apr 3, Noon. 
Good Friday - 7pm, Stations of the 

Cross 
Easter Vigil, Apr 4, 8:00pm (no 

4:30 Reconciliation or 5:15 Mass) 
Easter Sunday, Apr 5, 8am & 

10am 

Saturday, March 28 

9-10am Games & Crafts 

10am Egg Hunt 

Bring the kids & grandkids! No fees. 

Easter Vigil  

Choir 

Rehearsals  

Mondays: Mar 16, 23, 
30 at 6:30-7:30pm 

Sat., Apr 4, 7:30pm 

Following the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday and 
ending with the Easter Vigil Mass, we will keep St. Peter’s 
Fire burning. Please sign up on our webpage or at the 
display table to tend the fire for an hour.  Each hour will 
be open to as many as would like to participate.  The 
Eucharist will be reserved in Classroom B and will be open 
for all to go and vigil with Jesus as well.  

Keep Vigil with St. Peter’s Fire 

Donation of individually wrapped candy & small toys (balls, 
crayons, etc) to fit in the paper gift bags can be left at the 

parish office until Mar 22. Thanks! 

Preparing for Holy Week 
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Ascension 

May 16-17 
We celebrate 

Christ’s Ascension 
into Heaven. The 

Ascension reminds us we are to be 
Christ’s hands and feet on earth, but we 

are never abandoned. Through the 
Eucharist, Christ gives us himself to 

become one with him and be his church 
on earth. Amen. Alleluia! 

Confirmation Liturgy, 

May 3 at 10am Mass. 
Confirmation is the 

sacrament which completes 
Baptism.  The confirmed 

receive the seven gifts of the 
Holy Spirit: Wisdom, 

Understanding, Knowledge, 
Counsel, Fortitude, Piety, 

and Fear of the Lord to live a 
Christian life. We are blessed 
to have 34 students receiving 

Confirmation on May 3 
during the 10:00 Mass. 

 

 

First Eucharist 

Liturgies,  

April 18 & 19,  

All Masses 
Thirty-one of our children 
and their families will have 

prepared all spring to receive 
the body and blood of Christ. 

Come share the joy as our 
community welcomes these 
children to the Table of the 

Lord for the first time.  
We will have photos on Sat, 

April18 at 10am.  

Pentecost 

May 23-24 
Pentecost celebrates the descent of the 

Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, who 
then went into the world and founded 
the Church. Today, we use the gifts we 
receive in Confirmation to continue to 

share the Gospel with the world and 
grow in holiness.  

Easter Season 

Wear RED 

to Mass in 

celebration! 
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As one of Fr. Dave’s  bulletin 
column mentioned, we are 
doing pastoral care at St. Mary 
a bit differently than we have in 
the past. And it involves YOU!!  
We are looking for individuals 
and families who would like to 
visit and bring Eucharist to our 
homebound parishioners on a 
weekly basis or according to the 
needs of the person. We have 
been setting people up with 
individuals these past few 
months, but we need and are 
always looking for more people 
to be involved. We also need 
people for the care centers in 
Clarksville, Waverly, Denver, 
Tripoli, Shell Rock and 
possibly Allison. If you know 
parishioners who are no longer 
able to get to church or are 
elderly and need a visit, please 
contact the parish office #319-
352-2493 x13 or 
smc.qa@q.com. 

Blessings as we 
move into this 
Lenten season! 
May it deepen your 
faith, bringing you 
closer to Christ. 

We are looking for a 

few good…… 

Shared Ministers in 

Pastoral Care!! 

Pastoral Care 

“Preach the Gospel - when necessary, use 
words.” These words, attributed to St. 
Francis of Assisi, spoke to me when I was 
thinking of how we do welcoming here 
at St. Mary. 

There are many ways people are 
welcomed here. We ‘officially’ welcome 
newcomers by giving them a tour, 
introducing them to staff & other 
parishioners, telling them about our 
programming…. But the real welcoming 
happens with you!! 

Let me share a story of one of our newest 
parishioners, Terri Muttart.  Terri had 
been away from church for a long time 
and felt uncomfortable coming back. She 
didn’t quite know how to take the first 
step. Her neighbors, Gaylen & Margaret 
Kleinschmidt, were very kind to her and 
even helped her with her new business 
when she needed it. One day, she 
mentioned she wanted to get back to 
church, and they said, ‘You are coming 
with us!’ That same day Deacon Phil was 
preaching and mentioned his work in 
prison ministry. Terri had been looking 
for a way to be involved in a ministry and 
felt the Holy Spirit had led her to Mass 
that day so she could hear Phil’s words! 

Gaylen & Margaret had done what St. 
Francis asked – they preached the Gospel 
by their kindness, helpfulness & 
hospitality. If you see a new face, 
welcome them! We are all part of the St. 
Mary Welcoming Committee! 
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Totus Tuus, or “Totally Yours” 
is a summer faith formation 

program dedicated to sharing 
the Gospel and promoting the 
Catholic faith to children and 
youth through evangelization, 
catechesis, Christian witness, 
and Eucharistic worship. The 

instructors are two women and 
two men (seminarians from the 

Archdiocese of Dubuque) 
called to live the summer totally 

for God and our parish! 

This year’s curriculum will include the Virtues and an in-depth 
look at the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary.  

Kindergarten - 5th Grade (2014/15 school yr.): The day 
program is 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  The day program includes Mass 
each day at 11:15 AM. Of course all parishioners are welcome! 

7th - 12th Grade (2014/15 school yr.): The evening program lasts 
from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  

6th Grade: Parents of students who have completed sixth grade 
may choose which program (day or evening) would be most 
appropriate for their child.  Brian McGee and Eric Stromberg will 
be available to discuss this decision with parents. 

Youth Faith Formation 

TOTUS 

TUUS 

June 7-12 

2015 

Contact the parish office 
for more details on 

Totus Tuus. 
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All children 4-yrs-old through those who 
completed 3rd grade are invited to 

Everest.  
Conquering challenges with the help of 

God’s mighty power! It promises to be an 
exciting adventure as we scale the tallest 
mountain in the world and learn to rely 

on God in all we do. 
 

We are looking for parents who would 
like to take up the shared ministry of 

serving on our VBS team as organizers, 
crew leaders, set builders, and hospitality 
ministers. Get involved! It’s a great way 
to form our children’s faith and have a 
blast at the same time! If you would like 
to help out contact the office #352-2493 

or Eric at smc.gof@q.com.  

Vacati
on Bi

ble 

School
 

June 14-17 

When: June 7-12, 2015 

Where: St. Mary Church 

Waverly 

Cost: $25 for one child, 

or $50 for 2 or more 

children 

Tee shirts available 

through the 

Archdiocese for $15 

Registration begins 

March 1st!!! 

Five pillars of  

Totus Tuus: 

1. The Eucharist 

2. Marian Devotion 

3. Catechesis  

4. Vocation 

Discernment 

5. FUN!!!! 

Youth Faith Formation 

mailto:smc.gof@q.com
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Easter Memorials $15 
Remember a loved one or honor a special 
event  (anniversary, etc.) with a gift toward 
our Easter lilies & decorations. To be 
included in the Easter bulletin, please return 
by Mar 27.  

In Honor/Memory of: 
 
 
 
 
From: 

1. Why did the Easter bunny cross 
the road? 

Easter Riddles… 

1. Because the chicken had his Easter eggs. 

2. Ones with hoppy endings. 
3. By hare plane 

2. What kind of books do bunnies like? 

3. How does the 
Easter bunny 
travel? 

For Adults & Teens: 
Little Black (Lent) books 
Little White (Easter) books 

“Little Books” 

are in our hall! 

For Children: 
Little Purple books with 
daily activities and other 
materials  available in our 
hall! 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it produces 
much fruit.” John 12:24 


